Biographical notes on main speakers

Sheila Rogers

Sheila Rogers was appointed Chief Executive Officer of the UK Commission for Racial Equality (CRE) in May 2004.  She has been working at the CRE since 2002, on secondment from the Equality Commission in Northern Ireland (she was Chief Executive of the Commission for Racial Equality in Northern Ireland, which became a single equality body).  Prior to that she worked in Canada for a legal aid NGO as a barrister and solicitor.

Lilla Farkas

Dr Lilla Farkas is a private attorney affiliated to the Hungarian Helsinki Committee and the Legal Defence Bureau for National and Ethnic Minorities (NEKI). She publishes on the legal aspects of equal treatment on the basis of race and the right to family reunification. A renowned specialist in anti-discrimination litigation, she took active part in legislative efforts aimed at the transposition into Hungarian law of the EU Race and Employment Directives. She trains legal professionals, as well as public employees and employers on Hungary's recently adopted Equal Treatment Act. On behalf of the Ministry of Education she is currently engaged in training local decision makers in relation to

school desegregation policies. She has acted as legal counsel in a ground-breaking case relating to the segregation of children with learning difficulties and remains engaged in litigation to combat racial segregation in public schools."

Alan Anstead

Alan Anstead is Legal Adviser and Project Manager at the European Roma Rights Center, an international public interest law organisation that engages in a range of activities aimed at combating anti-Romani racism and human rights abuse of Roma.  He has further experience of discrimination and minority rights issues from working as Deputy British Ambassador to Latvia, and Head of the UK Department for International Development’s programme in Slovakia, and has been a representative of the British government in Russia, Liberia and Germany.

