Faye Kinirons

Birch, Anthony (1989) “Nationalism and National Integration”, chapter 4: “National Integration”, p36-51

1. “..a minor revolution in thinking about the process of national integration, based upon the propositions that the assimilation of minorities was not taking place in the way previously imagined was not necessary to the stability of the state and possible not even desirable.”  (p48)

2. The author makes a few arguments over the course of the article on national integration, nation-building, social pluralism and finally the different patterns of integration. At the beginning of the article he makes the point that only a very few states are homogeneous in so much as that they don’t have to worry about the integration of minority groups. He takes a closer look at the different arguments for national integration looking at the theories of Hegel, Marx, Engels, Mill and both the liberals and conservatives. He would seem to lay more weight with the argument of Mills.  Birch also argues that religious minorities cannot be ignored while it would seem that they are of less importance he points to such examples as the Hindu and Sikhs in India and Sunni and Shi’ite Muslims in the Middle East to prove his argument.

3. In the course of this piece the author uses the example of Northern Ireland on a few occasions in order to prove one of his points. However in my opinion he does not satisfactorily describe the situation there. He describes the problems of Northern Ireland as simply religious conflict stating that the eruption of the troubles there in 1969 reminded the world “not to underrate the political significance of religion”. While religion plays a part in the troubles, I feel he neglects the larger issue, which is that of the divide between Nationalist and Loyalist. There is no denying that religion has a part to play in the Northern Irish conflict however the authors neglect to mention the other factors could lead to a complete misunderstanding of the major issues.

4. The author makes the argument that people tend to be attached to the language of their forefathers and often resent its decline in the face of another majority held language. This is confirmed by the situation in Ireland. In the early 1900’s The Abbey Theatre was set up for the preservation of Irish literature and Irish cultural heritage. The Irish people do their best to keep their language alive, the fact that it is thought in schools and there is still a population of somewhere around 380,000 who speak it as their first language speaks volumes for the peoples determination to keep it alive. 
5. In the article by Benhabib, Seyla 2002(“The Claims of Culture, Equality and Diversity in the Global Era”p8) the observation is also made that nations are rarely as homogeneous as nationalist theory would have us imagine “the adherents and ideologues of nationalist movements attempt to create forced unity out of diversity”  

6. The arguments in this article give a better understanding of the implications of different efforts at integration in that the author gives clear examples in the past to explain to what levels they worked. His insistence that religion is as important as ethnic differences is also important in understanding conflicts in society today.
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