Ian Hancock (2000)“The Consequences of Anti-Gypsy Racism in Europe” in Other Voices

1. “Racism must be seen as a cancer, which if left unchecked, will lead us surely and inevitably into a catastrophic situation which has the potential to destroy Europe in a 21st century chaos”(p1)

2. The author argues in this piece that there are strong comparisons between the plight of the Roma people in Europe and that of the African American population in the United States. The author points out that if this racism is left unchecked in our societies it can only have devastating effects. He makes the point that we can only expect race riots similar to those in America if we continue on our present path. He argues that it is not necessarily laws that need to be changed but attitudes.

3. The author in this piece while putting forward arguments for how to deal with the problems of racism is somewhat vague when it comes to how these will be implemented, leaving one to presume that this has not been fully thought through and researched and therefore it is difficult to see how his plans would be put into action and subsequently how they would help.  

4. In the piece he uses the statistic that three quarters of the white population in the United States still entertain racist feelings and attitudes toward their black counterparts. This would appear to be a very high figure and while I have every faith in the means by which this statistic was obtained I feel it is an extremely high percentage of the American population. In this way it contradicts my previously held belief that it was more a minority of white people in the United States that had racist tendencies. 

5. If the author’s predictions are accurate then it would suggest that Europe is in great trouble and that we need to as soon as possible rectify or at the very least make every effort to rectify this problem. In the areas of education there is no doubt but that a lot can be done. We can educate the people of Europe as suggested on the positive impact Roma people have had on our society, we can also improve the education systems employed to educate the Roma children.

6. In another piece by Okely, Judith (1997) “ Some political consequences of theories of Gypsy ethnicity. The place of the intellectual” p28, she too finds that racism is of huge importance and reiterates Hancocks observation that racists believe themselves to be more highly evolved and more intelligent than the group they look down upon. “in the notions…..that some races are inherently less intelligent than others or have attained a lower stage of evolution” 
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